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The Shoalhaven Bus Network - Part 2 
Hilaire Fraser  

T 
he first article in this series 
featured routes services by 

Nowra Coaches and Kennedy’s 

Bus and Coach. This article will detail 

Callala (route 120), Shoal Bus (routes 

130,131,132,134,135 and 139) and 

Moss Vale (route 810) services. The 

Nowra/Shoalhaven bus network map 

relevant here was provided in Part 1 

120 Nowra to Currarong and 

Callala via Myola (Nowra 

Coaches formerly operated by Stuart’s 

Coaches—timetables and map on page 

4. 

Route 120 was taken over by Nowra 

Coaches in October 2023 as Stuart’s 

Coaches had retired from business. 

Five buses were acquired by Nowra 

Coaches. They are still in the Stuart’s 

off-white livery sign-written for 

Nowra Coaches. 

The transportnsw PDF timetables 

found via Nowra Coaches website 

(page 5) is difficult to follow because 

some outward services are included in 

the inward timetable. 

This difficulty can be clarified 

somewhat by using transportnsw’s trip 

planner and requesting trips from 

Bomaderry Station to Callala Bay, and 

vice versa. 

In this list, the (red#s) refer to the 

red#s on the timetable images. 

Bomaderry Station to Callala Bay 

Weekdays 

(1: not found on the PDF TT) Depart 

Bomaderry Station 09.30, transfer at 

Stockland Nowra, arriving Callala Bay 

Rd at Sydney Av, Callala Bay 10.08. 

Returns to Bomaderry via Callala 

Beach. [cannot find this] 

(2) Depart Bomaderry Station 12.32, 

transfer at Stockland Nowra, arriving 

Callala Bay Shops via Myola 13.17. 

Returns via Callala Beach. 

(3) Depart Bomaderry Station 17.17, 

arriving Callala Bay Shops 18.00, 

Callala Beach 18.05. 

Saturdays: - 

(1a: not found on the PDF TT) Depart 

Bomaderry Station 09.30, transfer at 

Stockland Nowra, arriving Callala Bay 

Shops 10.18. Returns via Callala 

Beach. 

(4) Depart Bomaderry Station 12.32 

arriving Callala Bay Shops 13.22. 

Returns via Callala Beach. 

(5) Depart Bomaderry Station (route 

102X) 14.29, transfer at Nowra Bus 

Terminal, arriving (route 120) 15.50. 

Operates via Callala Beach & Myola 

extending to Currarong. 

Callala Bay to Bomaderry Station 

Weekdays: 

(6) Depart Callala Beach 05.51, 

Callala Bay Shops 05.58, arriving 

Bomaderry Station at 06.33. 

(7) Depart Myola 07.20 Callala Beach 

07.25, Callala Bay Shops 07.35, 

transfer to route 111 at Shoalhaven 

High School then route 131 at Nowra 

Bus Terminal, arriving Bomaderry 

Station 08.59.  

(8) Depart Callala Beach 08.29 Callala 

Bay Shops 08:46, arriving Bomaderry 

Station at 09.30. 

(9) Depart Callala Bay Shops 10.17 

via Callala Beach, arriving Bomaderry 

Station at 11.00. 

(10) Depart Callala Bay Shops 13.53 

via Callala Beach, arriving Bomaderry 

Station at 14.40. 

(11) Depart Callala Bay Shops 15.33, 

via Callala Beach, arriving Bomaderry 

Station at 16.30. 

Saturdays: 

(12) Depart Currarong 08.00, Callala 

Bay Shops 08.26, Myola 08.36, 

Callala Beach 08.42, arriving 

Bomaderry Station at 09.30. 

(13) Depart Callala Bay Shops 10.16 

via Callala Beach, arriving Bomaderry 

Station at 11.10. 

(14) Depart Callala Bay Shops 13.53 

via Callala Beach, arriving Bomaderry 

Station at 14.40. 

The transportnsw pdf still has the 120 

operated by Stuart’s Coaches. 

130 Nowra to Gerringong and 139 

Nowra to Shoalhaven Heads (Shoal 

Bus) 130 – timetables and map on 

pages 5&6. 

Route 130 has one weekday outward 

service and three inward services 

weekdays and additional services 

Mondays, 139 has four outbound 

services and three inward services 

weekdays and additional services 

Mondays.  

Saturday services are combined. The 

service departing Nowra at 08.50 

operates to Berry via Shoalhaven 

Heads and returns to Nowra direct via 

Princes Hwy. The 11.45 and 15.05 

services from Nowra to Berry operate 

via Shoalhaven Heads in both 

directions. 

131 Nowra to Bomaderry and 132 

Nowra to North Nowra (Shoal Bus).  

Timetables for route 131 routes can be 

found on transportnsw.info or 

shoalbus.com.au.— timetables for 

Route 132 are on page 7. 

Both routes operate Mondays to 

Saturdays loop with a frequency of 

approximately two hours.  

135 Nowra to Berrara and 134 

Vincentia to Berrara (Shoal Bus)  

Timetables for these routes can be 

found on pages 7&8. 

Routes 135 and 134 also serve 

Tomerong and Sussex Inlet. Route 135 

has four outbound services and five 

inbound services weekdays with 

additional services Mondays. Two 

services each way are provided on 

Saturdays. Route 134 has three 

services each way Mondays to 

Saturdays. 

810 Nowra to Moss Vale (Berrima 

Buslines) 

As can be seen from the provided 

timetable on page 8, this is a school 

days service with an a.m. trip 

departing Nowra and a p.m. trip 

departing Moss Vale. 

Ulladulla Buslines 

Further afield in Shoalhaven City 

Ulladulla Buslines operate the 

following services:- 

 740 Ulladulla to Milton via 

Mollymook and Narrawallee 

 740V Ulladulla to Milton via 

Village Drive 

 740B Ulladulla to Burrill Lake  

 741 Ulladulla to Kioloa via Bawley 

Point. 

https://transportnsw.info/trip#/trip?from=254110&to=suburbID:95354026:1:Callala%20Bay:4839312:3878800:GDAV&leaving=true&excludedModes=11&onlyAccessible=false&walkSpeed=0&gettingFromMode=100&gettingToMode=100&onlyOpal=false&gettingToValue=20&gettingFromValu
https://transportnsw.info/trip#/trip?from=G2540271&to=254110&leaving=true&excludedModes=11&onlyAccessible=false&walkSpeed=0&gettingFromMode=100&gettingToMode=100&onlyOpal=false&gettingToValue=20&gettingFromValue=20&tripPreference=0&travelMode=publicTranspo
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T he article attributed to 

J A Dangerfield in the March 

The Times was of 

considerable interest. Jim Dangerfield 

was in the signals section (design/

construct, not operate) on NZR based 

in Dunedin when we came across him 

in early 1964. I think he was also an 

office holder in a local NZRLS (?) 

group.  

A group of us West Islanders spent 

around four weeks covering much of 

the then existent NZR trackage — by 

then well into dieselisation of the 

North Island, but less so in the South 

Island. We arrived in Dunedin off the 

overnight express from Christchurch 

on Mon 6th Jan 1964. Jim met us at 

some stage that morning before we set 

off on the first goods of the fruit 

season running to Ranfurly - Ab792 

and a load of 33/222 tons. He probably 

facilitated our being on that train and 

certainly at some stage (probably at 

Ranfurly) met us with a tray of local 

fruit and made arrangements for us to 

sleep in a four-wheel van in the yard 

and to use the cold water shower 

attached to the water vat there. 

Next day, we continued on to 

Cromwell behind Ab613:- load 

10/242, being pushed up out of 

Ranfurly by Tr174 (rail tractor). My 

vague memory is that Jim was around 

for part of that day as well. 

There are two possible reasons I can 

think of why Jim would write about 

the South Island WTT's - he was South 

Island and knew that part of the 

system well, and more importantly the 

South Island rail network largely came 

together as a whole (at least south of 

Christchurch) much earlier than in the 

North Island (the North Island was 

more like Queensland, with lots of 

regional lines but no through links 

until around 100 years ago). 

Because I know that the Prez of ATA 

is a native of NZ, I feel it might be 

instructive to follow up what happened 

after we got to Cromwell. Two of us 

(Weston Langford and myself) went 

back to Milton by NZR bus and from 

there travelled by goods trains as 

follows: 

Ja1258, 47/517 Milton to Invercargill 

very early on Wed 8th Jan; then the 

10.45 goods to Wairio Ab726, 32/268, 

and return 18/192, getting back to 

Invercargill at 18.45. Straight onto the 

19.19 goods to Bluff Ab721, 41/604 

and return 58/641 to arrive back in 

Invercargill at 22.15. 

Next day was a long one - 04.00 goods 

to Lumsden Ab803, 23/216, where we 

had 3.5 hours before the 10.50 

Lumsden to Kingston goods - Ab 725 

11/110 and return 23/182. We 

connected with SS Earnslaw at 

Kingston and transferred a bull from a 

stock van to the ship there. Back at 

Lumsden, we only had 1.5 hours 

before the final leg back to Invercargill 

(Ab803, 29/227), arriving back at 

22.20. 

On Friday, we gave away the goods 

trains and took the express to Lyttelton 

and TEV Hinemoa for more 

gallivanting round on the North Island 

Main Trunk (NIMT). If it is NIMT 

you want, there are many pages to be 

written about the Ka hauled overnight 

expresses. 

All up, some of us did around 9000 

km of rail travel in NZ on that 

occasion - something that is rather 

unbelievable these days. 

Comment on this article – Letter to the 

Editor 

Return to Contents Page 

Evolution of NZR South Island WTT 
Letter to the Editor from Max Michell 

Photos downloaded from Weston 

Langford’s website 
 

Above—Invercargill 
 

Left—Lumsden 
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How to split a cross-regional route?  
Chris Pandilovski 
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Table 1 

Table 1  enlarged 
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D 
avid Hennell’s excellent 
article on advertising in WA 
railway timetables (The Times, 

March 2024) saw me reach for timetables 
in my collection that contained informative 
and sometimes amusing advertisements. 
Like the font, colours and graphic design 
elements of the timetable, advertisements 
are a product of a point in time. I’d like to 
add a few specimens for the reader, 
extracted from timetables in my personal 
collection. 

The first advertisement [page 16] is for 
Clyde Engineering (apologies for the 
quality of the scan) proudly promoting 
their successful ‘ML2’ model diesels that 
had been introduced on the Victorian 
Railways as their ‘B’ class. The 
advertisement is full page and appears as 
the cover of the November 1954 VR PTT. 
The hand-coloured photograph shows two 
‘B’ class locomotives approaching North 
Melbourne with The Overland from 
Adelaide. I would question whether the 
South Australian Railway (SAR) 
management would be too happy to see 
Overland cars (albeit in joint stock 
ownership) designed and built in their own 
workshops in Adelaide painted in a faux 
VR blue and gold livery similar to that on 
the Spirit of Progress cars rather than the 
maroon and silver as they were built. 
Furthermore, and somewhat ironic, that the 
SAR had championed dieselisation (in 

competition with the Commonwealth 
Railways) on the mainland with their home
-made diminutive ‘350’ class shunters in 
1949 and their English Electric powered, 
Alco inspired body design ‘900’ class 
locomotives in 1951 some months before 
VR’s ‘B’ class entered service. 
Competition is always healthy. 

If one was feeling peckish after alighting 
from The Overland one might be tempted 
to look for sustenance with a cup of tea 
and a biscuit. Swallow’s Biscuits had an 
advertisement inside the front cover which, 
while interesting, was somewhat light on 
detail in regard to products offered to the 
hungry consumer. Swallows commenced 
as Swallow and Ariell around 1854 by 
Thomas Swallow who emigrated from 
England to California in 1848 and 
eventually to Australia. Over the decades, 
they expanded into fruit growing and sugar 
and survived several takeover offers in the 
1960s which saw the formation of the 
Arnott’s company. Swallow had factories 
in Port Melbourne and Prahran (opposite 
the station). [Page 15 upper right] 

After being sated with (perhaps) a Griffiths 
tea and a Swallow’s biscuit or more, one 
might need to search for some film to add 
to the camera for some photography on our 
tour of Victoria. On page 21 of the PTT, 
Kodak had a full page advertisement 
extolling the virtues of their Super-XX and 

Verichrome brands. The map of Victoria is 
interesting. Has anyone heard of the town 
Tongro in the eastern part of the state? 

Perhaps some shopping is called for, then 
let’s head to Geelong and to the Myer 
Emporium which was in Malop Street 
within the CBD. Note the helpful 
juxtaposition of the Melbourne to Geelong 
timetable at the top of the page. 

Advertisements were not all about food, 
drink and shopping. Commerce was also 
very important and the VR were obviously 
keen to ensure that those on the land were 
aware of opportunities for the railways to 
handle their produce perhaps through 
agents as illustrated in this advertisement. 
The very simple advertisement for Kennon  
[this page, lower right] does not include 
any contact details. How odd!  

It’s time perhaps to head to a suitable 
establishment for a rest before further 
adventures tomorrow. There are a few 
advertisements for hotels including the 
Australia Hotel as is shown below. 

————— 

 

Editor’s note: Our rear cover shows an 
early example of advertising in 
timetables—this one is from Bradshaw’s 
Guide of 1847—formerly part of the Ian 
Brady Collection. 

Letter to the editor:- advertising in timetables 
Steven Haby 
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