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Letter to the Editor  from Ian Manning 
 

Geoff: Your article on the Bacchus Marsh roadsides raised an irrelevant memory. On my first trip 

to Ballarat in the mid 1950s I found myself sitting opposite a slightly younger boy who, 

like me, came from a typical chook-keeping Melbourne suburb. When the train stopped at 

Melton, he immediately identified the two stacks of bagged grain on the other side of the 

goods siding - one was obviously for wheat and the other for pellets. 

 

Cheers, Ian Manning 
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Throssell Street: The terminus that never appeared in a time-
table. 
David Whiteford 

T he townsite of Collie is 

located 202 km south-south 

east of Perth, and about 54 km 

east of Bunbury. It is situated on the 

Collie River, after which it is named 

(it being named for Alexander Collie 

who explored the area). Coal was 

discovered by George March, a 

shepherd, in the early 1880s. The 

coalfields were developed in the late 

1890s, and land set aside for a 

townsite. The name Collie was 

generally used from the beginning, 

and, when the townsite was gazetted in 

December 1897, it was named Collie. 

However, the selection of the name 

was immediately a problem, because 

there was already a railway station on 

the Perth – Bunbury line near 

Brunswick, named Collie. Collie 

townsite was therefore renamed 

Colliefields in January 1898. The 

Colliefields Progress Committee 

immediately protested at this decision, 

and, after further consideration, the 

Collie railway station was renamed 

Roelands, and Colliefields townsite 

renamed Collie in 1899. 

Fig 1 [left]: Weekly notice 47, 1903, 

page 16.  However, when the Fig 1 
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Government railway was opened on 1 

July 1898, the terminus was called 

Coalville. You can see Collie and 

Collie Siding noted on the main line in 

the initial timetable on page 3. Collie 

Coal Siding was later the first 

Fernbrook siding. Why the railway 

station was known as Coalville and 

not Colliefields is not known, but it 

was renamed Colliefields from 1 

October 1898 and Collie from 1 

December 1899, which was also when 

the original Collie was named 

Roelands. 

To serve the expanding coal mining 

area, the Collie-Cardiff branch, 

running south of Collie, was opened to 

goods traffic only on 2 November 

1903. 

Fig 2 [Below left top]: Collie-Cardiff 

branch . 

From the opening of the Collie to 

Collie-Cardiff railway to passengers, 

Throssell Street, or 136mile 74ch, was 

the Collie terminus for passengers – 

they were not allowed to travel 

between Collie station and the 

Throssell Street stop. But, although it 

is mentioned in notes appended to 

timetables, Throssell Street never 

appeared in the actual timetables. 

Passengers were carried on the line 

from 3 May 1904, but only in a brake-

coach attached to the two timetabled 

goods trains in each direction. Collie-

Burn and Collie-Cardiff were the only 

passenger stops on the branch. That 

date marked the “opening” of 

Throssell Street as a passenger 

terminus. Note that there was a risk of 

not being able to travel! Throssell 

Street is now the main through road, 

coming in to Collie from Bunbury to 

the west, and leaving in the East to 

Darkan, as the “Coalfields Highway”. 

While Collie’s present main retail area 

is on the other side of the railway line, 

Throssell Street remains an important 

business thoroughfare. 

Fig 3 [Below left middle]: Weekly 

notice 20, 1904, page 7. 

A goods timetable was not provided in 

the Weekly Notices for 1903, but the 

mid-1904 amendment [below] gives 

the times of the above numbers 1,3, 

10, and 14 being convenient for day 

journeys along the line or to Collie.   

Fig 4 [Below left bottom]: Weekly 

notice 35, 1904, page 4. 

 

 

Fig 2 

Fig 3 

Fig 4 
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Throssell St and Collie Rail Yesterday and Today 
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As of 19 November 1904, a timetabled 

Mixed train was introduced on 

alternate Saturdays only and this 

appears to have introduced train 

running from Collie platform onto the 

branch. This train would have 

coincided with the miners’ Pay 

Saturday. 

Fig 5 [Below left upper]: Weekly 

notice 47, 1904, page 413. 

However, this notice was misleading, 

because the very next Notice 

contained an amended version. 

Fig 6 [below left, lower]: Weekly 

notice 48, 1904, page 429. 

The only intermediate stopping place 

was Collie-Burn. 

Finally, from  11 March 1905, Cardiff 

line passengers could use the main 

Collie station platform and the 

Throssell Street ‘station’ was closed. 

Fig 7 [Right]: Weekly notice 12, 1905, 

page 251. 

The Collie map [below] was printed in 

January 1901 and carried amendments 

until September 1902. Although not 

shown as crossing the branch railway, 

a level crossing has been provided for 

a long time. 

Fig 8 [Page 7]: SROWA  Cons5698 

item 0381 Collie Sheet 4 [Tally No. 

504028]. 

Passenger services on the branch were 

never much more than a number of 

mixed and goods trains with car 

attached through the week. Road bus 

services to Collie commenced in the 

1940s, but never went to Collie 

Cardiff. Even in 1951, there were still 

Fig 5 

Fig 6 

Fig 7 

Collie Map 
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“Goods with Car Attached” trains on the branch, but there was also one passenger train from Collie at 11.30pm on 

alternate Fridays, returning from Collie Cardiff at 12.01am on Pay Saturday. 

The Collie Cardiff branch was extended to the Western Number 2 mine, opening on 6 May 1953. A short stub branch 

opened in 1979 to the Delta loading siding. Both loading sites are now dis-used and no trains have passed Throssell Street 

for many years although the rail is still there. 

Fig 8 
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E 
XTREMELY RARE 

ILLUSTRATED brochure 

announcing the introduction of 

mass public transport to Paris, the 

second city to adopt the ‘omnibus’ 

after its invention in Nantes by 

Stanislas Baudry in 1826. As the 

present work makes it clear, however, 

the original purpose of such carriages 

was hardly to transport workers to and 

from their jobs, but rather to make 

sightseeing day-trips and everyday 

voyages from one neighborhood to the 

next both accessible and affordable to 

middle-class Parisians.  

Evidently intended as a promotional 

brochure, and presumably published at 

Baudry’s behest, the present work 

announces the introduction of ‘new 

carriages from 25 centimes per station, 

now operating in Paris’. Four different 

types of public transport carriage are 

described: first the newly-established 

Omnibus (which fits at least a dozen 

passengers, judging by the 

illustration), followed by the 

Batignolaise, the Dame Blanche (a 

large vehicle distinguished by its white 

color and elegant trim), the Favorite, 

the Diligente, the Tricycle, the 

Béarnaise, the Écossais (with its 

distinctive Tartan lining), and the 

Caroline. Four of these (the Omnibus, 

the Dame Blanche, the Tricycle and 

the Écossais) are illustrated with fine 

engravings depicting the vehicle in 

action on the cobbled streets of Paris. 

The brochure offers timetables and 

station stops for the carriages, each of 

which evidently ran a different route 

through the city. All advertised fares 

begin at 25 centimes, more than 

affordable to the average bourgeois in 

the first quarter of the 19th century.  

For the passenger wishing for a more 

private ride, the second brochure in the 

present work provides details of 

personal carriages for hire, much the 

same as modern day taxis. A list of 

passengers’ and drivers’ rights is given 

(rates vary depending on time of day; 

coachmen are prohibited from riding 

their horses too vigorously; each 

station is attended by an ‘inspecteur 

permanent’; fares must be paid in 

advance for conveyance to spectacles, 

balls, and public amusements; etc.). 

Sample rates from popular 

destinations are given: taking a 

Courageux from Rue J. J. Rousseau to 

Belleville will cost just 40 centimes, 

while a standard Cabriolet in the city 

centre charges 60 centimes for the first 

15 minutes of its hire, 2.5 centimes for 

every minute thereafter.  

The omnibus – expressly designed to 

carry a large number of passengers in 

a municipal setting, with frequent 

stops – was pioneered and introduced 

by Stanislas Baudry in Nantes in 1826. 

His idea of a highly-organized public 

transportation system quickly proved 

successful, and some 2.5 million 

passengers were estimated to have 

ridden his omnibuses during the first 6 

months of their operation in Paris. The 

first British omnibus commenced its 

route in July, 1829, and the vehicle 

reached New York the same year. The 

present work was probably issued by 

an operator of Baudry’s own company, 

or by one of the numerous rival 

companies which quickly arose to take 

advantage of this new demand.  

Catalogue listing: [TITLE LABEL:] 

Nouvelles Voitures dites Omnibus. 

[DROP TITLE:] Nouvelles Voitures a 

25 Centimes par Station, qui circulent 

dans Paris. 51 x 24.5 cm, folded 

brochure, with 4 engravings of 

carriage models in use. [BOUND 

WITH:] Tarif des Nouvelles et 

Anciennes Voitures. Folded brochure, 

34.5 x 19 cm. Bound in contemporary 

(original?) grey card covers with 

manuscript title label on cover. Only 

one U.S. copy located (at the Met). * 

cf. Manuel de l'amateur d'estampes, p. 

498 (under Boutray)  Price: 

$3,850.00.  

Illustrations of the obverse and reverse 

of this brochure appear on our page 

12. 

The left-most column of the Obverse 

contains a listing of 17 routes, 

Public Transportation comes to Paris 
Paris, Chez Godet, [1828?]. 

translated as follows: 

 

1. From Gros-Gallou for Place de 

la Monnaie, via the Esplanade 

des Invalides, Rue St 

Dominique, Quai d’Orsay, de 

Voltaire, Malaquais; 

2. From Cul-de-Sac Conti near La 

Monnaie, to the Jardin du Roi 

via Quai de la Vallee and Quai 

St Bernard; 

3. From Cul-de-Sac Conti to Porte 

St. Martin, via Pont-Neuf, Place 

du Louvre, Rue du Coq, Rue des 

Petits, Place des Victoirea, Rue 

des Fosses Montmartre, Rue 

Bourbon Villeneuve , Boulevard 

Saint Denis, to Porte St Martin; 

4. From Madeleine in Passy, by 

Place Louis XV and the Champs

-Elysees; 

5. From Carrousel to Roule, via 

Rue and Faubourg St Honore; 

6. From the same Point to Passy, 

via the Champs Elysees; 

7. From the same Point to Place de 

la Bastille, via the Quays, Place 

de Grene, and Rue St Antoine; 

8. From the same Point to Rue 

Bleue Faubourg Montmartre, 

via Rue Richelieu, Rue Bergere, 

Rue Cadet, and Rue Bleue; 

9. From the same Point to the Rue 

de l'Est near Luxembourg, not 

the Quays, the Pont-Neuf, the 

Rue Guenegand, thence 

Mazarine, St German de Pres, 

de l'Odeon, de Vangirad, and 

that of the East; 

10. From the same Point to the 

Barrière de Vaugirard, via Pont 

Royal, Rue du Bac and Rue de 

Searer; 

11. From Boulevard St Denis near 

Port St Martin to La Villette, via 

Rue de Faubourg St Martin; 

12. From the same Point to the 

Madeleine, by the Boulevards; 

13. From the same Point to Place de 

la Bastille, via the Boulevards; 

14. From Place de la Bastille to 

Berey, via Rue Contrescarpe 

and Rue de Bercy; 

15. From the same point to the 

Barrière du Trone, via Rue de 

Faubourg St Antoine; 

16. From the same point to Barrière 

de Charenton, via Rue de 

Charenton; 

17. From Place St Sulpice to Rue 
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Bleue Faubourg Montmartre. 

Above is an 1830 map of Paris  which 

shows many of these routes, with a 

enlarged colour-coded key at far right. 

On page 10 (top), there is an 

enlargement of the central portion of 

this map; The bottom map on page 10 

is from 1898 and shows not only the 

horse bus routes, but also tram and rail 

routes (?). The map on page 11 shows 

the modern central Paris transit 

network. 

Page 16 has further images illustrating 

Paris and French Public Transport in 

the 19th Century. 
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Letter to the Editor 
Terry le Roux, a colleague of the editor has drawn the Editor’s attention to 
the following curious obituaries on Spotify:. Obituary of two timetable collectors …  

https://open.spotify.com/episode/0heGJX2zrOdUHy7jsnUZaF?si=_ClRrwXmTvGhG0M6m1ylkA&context=spotify%3Ashow%3A4utWKVl4LrkUeftOdIxf3M&nd=1
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